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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 30th January 2007, there were present: 


Councillor
Mr  C Elsmore (Mayor)




Mrs J Baynham




Mrs H Lusty




Mrs J Marrott




Mrs S Merrikin




Mr   N Penny





Mr   M Weston

APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Cllrs Allaway-Martin, Atherley, Kay, Lacey, C 
Lusty and Phelps and County Councillor P Chamberlain.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllrs Baynham and Marrott declared interests in the item relating to the 
Community Centre to be discussed during the public forum.


PUBLIC FORUM

Marilyn Cox gave members a presentation on behalf of the Coleford Area Partnership on progress on the proposed Coleford Community Centre.  A timetable was circulated which showed the target dates for discussions and events over the next month.


A design plan of the building as well as a planning application will be 
available for the Town Council to view shortly.  A date of Saturday 10th 
February 2007 at 9.30am was set aside for Councillors to discuss this.


All being well, funding will be in place for construction to begin in April 
2007 with completion scheduled to take 12-15 months.

Marilyn Cox invited the Council to consider and decide how much space it would require at the Coleford Community Enterprise Centre.  Details of the level of rent will be determined as part of the management process over the coming months.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th December be 
accepted as an accurate record of that meeting.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr Merrikin


113.
MATTERS ARISING

Item 102, 2nd para: The Clerk reported that the County Council have reimbursed the cost of works to the town centre tree.

The Clerk confirmed that the Town Council has a responsibility to carry out regular risk assessments on all land for which it is responsible, including trees.  There appears to be no record of such an assessment being carried out so far.


Members agreed that a risk assessment should be carried out and that it must 
be undertaken by a suitably qualified person. 


114.
EXPLORE MAGAZINE
Cllr Marrott presented a proof of the page to be placed in the Explore magazine that had been received.  It was proposed that approval be given for printing and payment of the account.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr H Lusty


115.
ANNUAL EVENTS LEAFLET


Cllr Marrott reported that she was still awaiting the final proof of the 
leaflet.


116.
PUBLIC ARTS SPONSORSHIP


Cllr Marrott reported that she had not received any further information on this 
topic.


117.
COLEFORD TOWN CLOCK


Members noted the report which detailed the state of the town clock 
following its recent breakdown.  Members also noted the proposal that  
Smiths of Derby be employed to clean and repair the clock at a cost of  
£1,550 and be awarded an annual maintenance and servicing contract at a 
cost of £195 p.a., subject to conditions. It was agreed that the Council should 
contact Mr Gibb who currently services the clock and cease his services but 
thank him for his past service. It was also agreed that he should be asked 
about the damage which occurred to the clock last year.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny
Seconded:  Cllr Weston


On a more general point, it was agreed that the Council should review all its 
existing contracts to ensure that their terms and conditions were fully 
understood by all parties and revise them where necessary.


118.
COLEFORD IN BLOOM


Members noted the need to plan early for this year’s planting schemes.  It was 
agreed to hold a meeting of the members of the 2006 Working Party with a 
remit to invite local traders to become involved.


119.
NEWSLETTER
Members noted that many of the Council’s newsletters still remained to be delivered.  Cllr Merrikin said that she would contact the local Girl Guides again to see if they can help at half term by which time the evenings will be lighter.


120.
STANDING ORDERS


Members considered the remits for the Amenities and Office and Finance 
Sub Committees proposed that they be adopted. It was requested that the 
outstanding remits be available for acceptance at the next council meeting 

Proposed:  Cllr H Lusty

Seconded:  Cllr Weston

121.
REQUESTS TO USE THE TOWN CENTRE



a)  The Forge


Members noted and agreed a request from The Forge to use the centre of 
Coleford for an event. 


Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr Merrikin 



b)  Christian Aid

Cllr H Lusty declared an interest in this item.  Members noted and agreed a 
request from Christian Aid to use the centre of Coleford for an event.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr Marrott


122.
COLEFORD TOWN FUN DAY – DONATION REQUEST


Cllr. H Lusty declared an interest in this item.


Members considered a request for a donation from the organisers of the 
Coleford Town Fun Day and decided to refer the matter to the Amenities sub-
Committee for further consideration. 


123.
FODDC REGENERATION SERVICES VALUE FOR MONEY 
SURVEY

The Clerk informed members that the deadline for consultation had 
been 
extended to 10th February and a copy of the document was available for 
inspection in the office.


124.
FODDC EQUALITY SCHEME AND DRAFT SOCIALEXCLUSION 
POLICY


The Clerk informed members that a copy of the draft document was 
available in the office.


125.
CONSULTATION ON AMENDMENTS TO THE MODEL CODE OF 
CONDUCT


Members noted the consultation process and were informed by the 
Clerk that 
a copy of the document was available for comment in the office.


126.
MEMBER REPORTS

Cllr Weston reported that he had attended a meeting of the Coleford 
Town Lights Committee.  A number of vacancies have arisen on the 
Committee and a meeting was requested with the Council to discuss 
ways in which these vacancies could be filled.  Members agreed to refer the 
matter to the Amenities sub-Committee with a view to holding a public 
meeting early in March.

Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr Merrikin


Cllr Baynham provided members with an update on the latest 
developments relating to Primary Healthcare Trusts and asked members to 
engage with the current consultation process on options for the future 
management of the Trusts.


Cllr Marrott asked members to note that it would be Coleford’s turn to 
host the next meeting of the Market Town Forum on 10th May 2007. 

Cllr Merrikin made members aware of the implications of staff redundancies and the impact of this on day Care Centres.  Members noted the position with concern. 


Cllr Penny informed members about an alcohol-free music event which would 
be held for young people at the Angel Hotel over the half-term period.

Cllr H Lusty reported that, although the metal plate within the curtilage of Newland Street had been raised for inspection, it had not been replaced correctly.


Cllr H Lusty advised members that following the town centre floods in 
August, it was possible for residents and traders to claim compensation for 
sewage flooding.  The Clerk will obtain leaflets which provide more 
information.  Cllr H Lusty said that Mark Harper MP had promised to follow up 
concerns with OFWAT.  It was currently anticipated that remedial work would 
not be carried out before 2010.


127.
SUB COMMITTEES



a)  Planning


Members considered the minutes of the Planning sub-Committee meeting 
held on 9th January 2007 and approved the recommendations.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny

Seconded:  Cllr Weston


Members considered and approved the recommendations made by the 
Planning sub-Committee meeting held on 30th January 2007.


Proposed:  Cllr Baynham

Seconded:  Cllr H Lusty



b)  Burial


Members noted that the recent planned meeting of the Burial sub-
Committee did not take place due to poor attendance.  A further meeting 
would be held shortly.



c)  Amenities


Members noted that the next meeting of the Amenities sub-Committee 
would be held on 13th February 2007.


128.
CORRESPONDENCE


Members noted a request for a Councillor to attend a meeting with Pupils at 
Lakers School.  Cllr Marrott agreed to take up the invitation.

Members noted and agreed a request to send a letter of support for the continuation of a Credit Union in the Coleford area.  Cllr H Lusty declared 
an interest in this item.


Proposed:  Cllr Marrott

Seconded:  Cllr Penny


129.
PAYMENTS


Members noted and agreed payments to be made for the month of January 
2007.


The meeting closed at 8.20pm
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